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We started our new school year on 8/8/08.
Wow! What a beautiful date. Even though it
was raining, we were able to have a prayer ser-
vice in the school cafeteria and the blessing of
our school bus. | was very excited when | saw a
school bus parked on our facilities. 1 am plan-
ning to get a CDL just in case | have to drive the
school bus to pick up and drop off our students.
Fun, fun, fun!!!

One of my great joys as pastor is to welcome
our students into our school family and to help
them find a Catholic school where they belong.
Our Philosophy is to provide the best Catholic
Education to those who seek it. Our school is a
community rooted in strong Catholic tradition
and a rich history that fosters a living witness of
Jesus Christ to all people. We strive to form, in
the midst of diversity, one Christian family gath-
ered together in faith and worship, nourished by
God’s Words and Sacraments and dedicated in
service to one another.

As one faith family, | encourage all of you to
pursue this dream. Let us develop a spirit of
ownership of our school and make it a vital part
of our lives. Join us in building God’s kingdom,
the “Body of Christ” in our school community.
Thank you so much for your help these begin-

ning days. We praise and thank God for you!t

Renovations—Sincerely Appreciated

This summer brought several
renovations to HRCS. The most
expansive project involved the
refurbishing of an annexed class-
room. The room was cleared,
flooring was removed, then it
was remodeled with new flooring,
doors, moldings and paint. Ceiling
-mounted projectors were added

to K—38 classrooms, the library and the computer
lab. Another transformation was the cafeteria. A
much needed storage pantry was built for our cafe-
teria kitchen, then shelving units were added. The
exterior kitchen storage unit was cleared for better
utilization. Another annex storage building was
cleared and removed. Sidewalks were painted for
safety precautions, then Lafourche Parish black-
topped the road. Classroom carpets were sham-
pooed and the entire facilities were power washed!

Welcome to the beginning of the 45" year of celebrating Catholic
education at Holy Rosary School. Our summer was full of activity
as we focused on several curriculum and facility projects. Hope-
fully, your summer was equally filled with wholesome family time
and fun!

Qur staff is grateful for your attendance at our Parent Orienta-
tion held on the evening of August 25", Your willingness to be
involved in your child's education is such an uplifting force for our
teachers. Statistically, students achieve more when parents are
actively involved!

There are many things that parents can do at home to set the
stage for learning. Consider sharing these three R's with your
children: readiness. routines, and responsibility.

Readiness

e Ensure that your children go to school ready to learn every
day.

o Speak positively to your child about school and their teachers.
Your attitude toward |earning will send a powerful message to
your children.

o See to it that your children get al least eight hours of sleep so
they will feel rested and alert.

Routines

o [evelop simple routines for smoath, stress-free mornings:

o Help your children select their uniform. Have them pack eve-
rything they need in a special "grab'n'go corner.

o Together, create a regular morning routine. For example, you
might make your bed while the children are getting dressed.
Then, everyone could eat breakfast together.

Responsibility

o Teach your children responsibility by helping them to get or-
ganized:

o Make sure your children have all school materials, especially
agendas or assignment pads. Teach them how to use a calen-
dar to keep track of assignments.

o lse envelopes or folders to teach where to place special notes
and home-school communication.

Remember that calm and happy school mornings begin the night

before. A few minutes of planning can avoid hours of frustration

and unhappiness.

The best of luck to each of you as we begin another schoal year!!t

SEPTEMBER EVENTS:

© Labor Day Holiday-Ist— No
School

© Diocesan Educator’s Con-
frence—2nd—No School

© Mass - ath @ B:43a Faculty

© Adoration- 8th[@ 9:30 & Faculty
Mtg @ 400 pm

© Progress Reports & Mass [3rd
C LeBlanc]-17th @ 8:45

© Constitution Week Begins-Iath

© Adv. Council Mtg- |6th 5:30
PM-Library

© Red-White-Blue Dress Day-17th

© Mass-Constitution-[3rd A
Reed]-19th @ 8:45

© Faculty Mtg & Autumn Begins-
22nd @ 400 pm

© Grandparents Day & Profes-
sional Development Day—Half
Day for Students-24th

© Tth Grade Parents Lunch-
Z2ath @ 12:00—1Z:45 PM

© Mass Grandparents-26th(@
B:40

© Blood Drive-28th from 3-Bpm
© Buook It! Starts—0ct. | T

Highlights Inside

Stewardship & Support
Welcome New Staff

Federal Assistance
Grandparents / Choir Leaders
Advisory Council / Adoration

Parents Lunches / Holidays

Antiquated computers were  removed.  Our
grounds were spruced up with weeding and land-
scaping.

These renovations & repairs were completed &
financed by our HRCS families and staff!

Our school renovations are a great asset to our
school and Our Lady of the Rosary Church!

MANY THANKS!!! t

Red/White/Blue Day
Parenting Tip /Hero

Blood Drive /Parent Workshop
Prayer Intentions

Mission / New Babies

S D A WWW W W NN NMNDNDN

Class Representatives T




ANNUAL FUND DRIVE: This drive is a year-long
effort to help fund the school budget. Currently it
provides approximately 11% of unrestricted funding
from our various publics such as: parents, grandpar-
ents, faculty, alumni, OLR Parish, Advisory Council,
and major donors. This year's Annual Fund Campaign
Committee Chairpersons are Mona Vegas - Major
Donors, Mike Plaisance-Advisory Council, Laura Cham-
pagne—Staff, Jennifer Martin—Parents, Monica
Callais-Grandparents, Lavelle Chiasson, Kay Lefort &
Bonnie Babin—Alumni & Friends, Jane Birdsall - Pa-
rishioners and Joe Orgeron-Businesses.

This past year our campaign received over
$121,000 from the 2007 -2008 Campaign!! This
helps to offer a teacher pay raise, to provide repairs
and renovations to our facilities, which are about 45
years old, and to improve the academic and religious
dimensions of HRCS for each student.

As HRCS begins its 2008-2009 Annual Fund Cam-
paign, please prayerfully consider how abundantly
blessed you are. When asked to make your commit-
ment to the AFC, please do so with a grateful heart

to help us reach and surpass our goal of $100,000.
OTHER AREAS OF SUPPORT INCLUDE:

ENDOWMENT FUND: This fund includes gifts fo a
designated fund necessary for guaranteed perpetua-
tion of the school.

PLANNED GIVING: A planned gift, legally estab-
lished during the donor's lifetime, entitles benefits
to the Catholic school at some future date. These
gifts include bequest, life insurance, charitable gift
annuities, pooled income funds, property charitable
trusts.

MATCHING GIFTS: Donations of employees or
retirees of a company or corporation with a matching
gift program may qualify to be matched by the com-
pany. Check with the employer to find out if HRCS
qualifies as a benefactor.

UNITED WAY: HRCS is listed in the Donor Option
Program from United Way for South Louisiana.
Questions regarding United Way donations may be
addressed through our Diocese.

BUSINESS GIFTS: Businesses, which make
gifts, may receive tax deductions for donating
inventory, equipment, materials & service as well
as cash.

LIFE INSURANCE: A legacy in a donor's name
can be made by designating HRCS as owner and
beneficiary of the life insurance policy. Check
with insurance agent and tax advisor about this.

WILLS & BEQUESTS: Including HRCS in one's
will is an excellent manner of providing a lasting
testimony to generosity of spirit and dedication
of the Catholic education HRCS offers.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS: Following the death
of loved ones, families may offer their friends
and families the opportunity to name HRCS as a
benefactor in memory of their deceased loved
one. Families of the deceased member are reas-
sured of our prayers and appreciation. Annually,
memorial intentions are included in the Spring

Memorial Mass as our expression of gratitude. t

Welcome New Staff

We are very fortunate to WEL-
COME three additions to our
faculty and are highlighted below.
eMr. Jason Daigle, who was
educated in Catholic schools in
Houma, comes with a B. A. in
Liberal Arts and will be teaching a
variety of subjects to the upper
grade students. Mr. Daigle is also
continuing his education and pur-
suing a Masters of Fine Arts with
a concentration in creative writing
at UNO, while continuing to teach
at HRCS. Mr. Daigle said he
feels blessed to have been hired to
teach at HRCS for his initial
teaching experience. During their
recent retreat, Fr. Francis made a
comment to the staff that his
prayer for HRCS to have a male
teacher on the faculty was an-
swered.

e Mrs. Patti Comeaux has 21
years of experience teaching
within the lower elementary
grades. She has a BA in Educa-
tion and will be teaching first
grade with the assistance of a full-
time aide. Mrs. Patti said that life
sometimes makes a full-circle as
she is returning to HRCS after
beginning her first full year of
teaching at HRCS. Patti said, “I
am so glad God has guided me
back to this faith-filled environ-
ment to teach at HRCS again.”

oL astly, Mrs. Barbara Hollier, the
new 5" grade teacher, holds a Mas-
ters in Education in Administration
& Supervision. She brings with her
33 years of experience in the Catho-
lic school system which includes 23
years as a teacher and 10 years as a
principal of a local Catholic elemen-
tary school. Mrs. Hollier was also
on the recent SACS Evaluation
Team when she became acquainted
with HRCS and felt a special calling
to join the faculty as the fifth grade
position became available. We are
happy that you have joined the

HRCS FAMILY! t

Federal Monies Provide
Services to HRCS

Celebrating Grandparents

Thanks! Choir Leaders Needed

Many thanks are ex-
tended to the dedi-
cated efforts of three
ladies who led our
choir  for several
years. Mrs. Jenny Rodrigue- choir
director, Mrs. Carolyn Guidry- gui-
tarist, and Mrs. Ann Picciola - or-
ganist, gave countless hours to our
students and community to liven up
our weekly liturgies. We truly ap-
preciate their commit-
ment to HRCS!

= This year we are looking
to replace Mrs. Jenny and
™ also need additional mu-
sicians to assist. If you know of
someone or if you are willing to

help, please contact the school. 1

s

HRCS receives Federal Funds that
provide funds for the following:
Title | provides funds for:
Before/After school tutoring pro-
gram—~Parental Involvement activi-
ties & materials in collaboration
with other schools-Materials of
instruction and education equipment
Title 11 provides funds for:

Staff Development activities for
teachers - Materials needed for suc-
cessful completion of staff develop-
ment activities

Title IV provides funds for:

In services - Materials of instruc-
tion, resources & activities for suc-
cessful implementation of Safe &
Drug Free Schools & Communities
Programs

Title IV provides funds for:
Purchase of supplementary instruc-
tional materials for classrooms and

school library.
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CELEBRATE NATIONAL
GRANDPARENTS DAY—
SUNDAY, SEPT. 7, 08.
GIVE YOUR GRANDPARENTS
A HUG OR A CALL!!

Again, this
year HRCS
will Cele-
brate
Grandpar-
ents beginning with an invi-
tation to all grandparents to
visit their grandchildren on
Wednesday, September
24, ‘08. Tentative Schedule:
e 10:15 -10:30 Blessing
in School Cafeteria
e 10:30—11:30 Visit
Classrooms & Grand-
children
e 11:30—12:30 Recep-
tion in Cafeteria
e Student Dismissal
12:45
On Friday, September 26,
‘08, beginning at 8:45 AM,
the regular school liturgy
will honor grandparents.
Children will remain with
their classes as usual.
We ask parents to inform
grandparents ahead of time
for this event. Invitations
will be sent in the near fu-
ture, but we certainly do not
want to overlook anyone. T
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Know your Advisory Council

]Paurelmtilng ’]Fip

Blood Drive Scheduled

Since 1994, Catholic School Management [CSM]
provided Diocesan schools with tools to form
their mission statement, goals and objectives.
HRCS followed the guidelines and has continued
to implement goals and objectives for each
school year. Your current Advisory Council and
Administration are the driving forces that will
set new objectives to help ensure the education
and spiritual well being of your children.

The 2008—2009 Council includes:

President- ,Mike Plaisance, Vice President,
Mark Bourg, Secretary/Reporter-Joseph Or-
geron, Rodney Whitney, LaVelle Chiasson. New
Council members are Jennifer Martin and Kay
Lefort. Non-voting members include: Fr. Francis
Bui, Pastor of OLR; Joan LeBouef, Principal;
Debbie Cheramie, Assistant Principal; Mona
Vegas, Advancement Director; and Donna Darda,
Bookkeeper.

The Council's function is to serve the school
in a consultative manner and support the
School's Mission as school ambassadors. Their
main function is to keep the school's finances
sound. It is not a communicative ool to solve an
individual's concerns or problems. Areas of
concern are to be brought directly to the indi-
vidual involved. The Diocesan policy states that
all Council meetings are normally CLOSED.
Meetings are held every third Tuesday of the
month.

Your Council is a dedicated group of parents
who devote a multitude of hours to best serve
the entire school. If you are asked to work with
the Council on a committee, please prayerfully

consider accepting the job. T

Several text
book compa- [
nies are now # '

offering web Ty =
sites  which Lﬂ { <
reinforce

academic skills associated with
their particular books. You may
want to check out your child’s text
books’ site for homework practice
and references. Our math series can
be found at www.sadlier-
oxford.com while our 6th— 8th
graders’ site is www. classzone.
com. t

Due to a severe blood shortage, HRCS will
participate in a blood drive this month

|| through United Blood Services on Monday,

September 29 from 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM.
Look for more details in the near future and
save that date on your calendar. Your par-
ticipation is greatly needed & appreciated. T

2008 —2009 Holidays

Parent Wor]kshop

Attention !'' HRCS Parents:
Title 1 Parent Involvement will
hold a presentation for
e parents on

%Y Homework and

Oranizational

SKills”. 1t will be held as
follows: )\
When: Tuesday, 7 %‘/g
September 9 S
Where: SaltilloRm <5 ﬁ
Time: 11:30—

Sept 1 Labor Day

Sept 2 Diocesan Ed.’s Conference
Oct 9-13 Fall Break

Nov 24-28 Thanksgiving Holidays

Dec 22—1Jan 2 Christmas Holidays

Jan 19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Feb 23-27 Mardi Gras Holidays

April 10-17  Easter Holidays

May 29 Students’ last day

for 2008-09 session

Half Days / Professional Development Days:
August 27, September 24,
October 29, November 19,
January 28, & February 18. 1

Parents Lunch Schedule Listed:

ADORATION

On the first Monday of each
month HRCS students will
attend Adoration at OLR
Church. Adoration begins at
9:30 AM and usually last
about 30 minutes. This is a
great way to begin each
We encourage our parents and

month.
friends to attend these services with us. t

Red, White, Blue DRESS DAY

Constitution week will be held September 15—
19. Wednesday, 9/17 will be
Red, White & Blue Dress Day.
Students may wear a red-white
& blue shirt with uniform bottom.

t

A HERO AMONG US
This summer, while visit-
ing relatives out of state,
3rd grader Jessie Plaisance
and her family were at the
beach. Jessie spotted a 3’

stingray. Jessie remem-

bered the tragic event of Steve Irwin
and quickly responded. She called to
her family to get out of the water.
Thinking Jessie was kidding, they
remained. But Jessie, undaunted, ran
to the lifeguard and told him to get
beachgoers to safety because of the
stingray. When the lifeguard saw the
stingray, he, authoritatively, got eve-
ryone to safety. Quick thinking and
quick action are always the key to
SAFETY! Thanks to Jessie, no one
was harmed!

LUNCH INVITATIONS—Parents will be in-
vited to share lunch with their child/children on
the scheduled day listed below. Each class lunch
will begin at noon and con-
tinue for approximately 45
minutes.  Classes will send
invitations to remind parents
about their scheduled lunch
date. Parents are encouraged
to promptly reply to Mrs.

Stacy for preparations. T i

Grade: Date:  Teacher/s:
3yearolds 1/28/09 J Galjour /K Ledet
4 yearolds 2/18/09 Plaisance /Angelette

Kindergarten 2/5/09 S Douget

1st Grade  1/22/09 Patti Comeaux

2nd Grades 1/08/09 M Chiasson

3rd Grade  12/04/08 LeBlanc/Reed

4th Grade  11/20/08 Mary Thibodaux
5th Grade  11/06/08 Barbara Hollier
6th Grade  10/23/08 Jason Daigle

7th Grade  9/25/08 Rochelle Boulet
8th Grade  8/28/08 Laura Champagne t
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HRCS—Revised—Mission and Philosophy Statements

Mission: Holy Rosary Catholic School provides spiritual, academic and social development for its students in a safe, Catholic
environment so that they will become witnesses of Christ's presence in the world. t

NEwW BABIES

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES SELECTED

ofean & Rachael Guidry—had their
third girl, Caraline, born on 4/33/08, weigh-
ing Blbs, 2.0 oz. Baby Caroline is the sister of Alumna
Christie and 3rd grader Carlie, who said, “She is
wonderfull”

oJoe & Jolie Brady are the new parents of a baby
girl, Joey Belle, born 6/27/08, weighing 7lb, 8oz and
was 19" at birth. Joey Belle is as cute as sister Morgan
Vizier in 3rd grade.

oBen & former teacher Angela Cheramie, have a
baby boy, Ellint John, born on 8/12/08. weighting 8lb,
100z and was 20.75" at birth. The baby looks like his
dad, but has a smile like his mom!

oScott & Erin Plaisance are the proud parents of
baby Matthew James, born on 8/14/08 weighing Sibs
| 0z and was 20.3". Matthew is the brother of Alec in
3rd grade and first cousin of Elise Callais in Kinder-
garten.

At our recent Parent Orientation, the following parents were elected
as class representatives for the 2008-2009 school year. PK 3-Anna
Marie Cabirac, PK4C-Courtney Dardar,PK4-D-Donna Collins, K—
Julie Callais, st -Simone Robichaux, Znd-Sondra Trosclair, 3rd
[CL]- Bonnie Babin, 3rd [AR]-Angie Loupe, 4th-Tracy Robert, Sth-
Janie Brady, Gth-Selma Malcomb, 7th—Monica Callais, and 8th—
Laura Champagne. We are very grateful to everyone who offered
to accept this responsibility and we'd like to thank all class repre-
sentatives for your much appreciated help. T

SPECIAL PRAYER INTENTIONS - D ease remember é}l}/{}(l/ﬂ/b@yﬁl’é

o The family of Dr. & Mrs. Walt Birdsall, Jr. who
st their possessions in a house/garage fire on
Friday, August 22. Thankfully, no one was harmed.

o For those within our school family who are ill.

oDr. Gene Fortier—Mrs. Cle'ta's father- under-
went surgery

oPam Gravois-Alli Dugel's great aunt- recently
diagnosed with a serious illness.

eAubrey Bitter's little cousin who needs a liver-
transplant.

o For the special intentions of our school family. T

Please prayers for our deceased loved ones & their families:

Mrs. Bertha Pitre, 98-year-old grandmother
of Mrs. Debbie Cheramie, died in early June,
2008. Before her death, Mrs. Pitre requested
that in her memory, donations be made to
HRCS, in lieu of flowers. She was a devoted
member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church
and dearly loved by her family and friends.

Paul Callais, 39-year-old HRCS alumnus
and uncle of 7th grader Justin and 1st grad-
ers Isaac and Noah Callais was lost at sea
on June 25. He was the son of Gloria and the
late Harold Callais, brother of Peter, Charles
[Mike] & Cory; uncle & cousin of several
HRCS alumnus and cousin to several current
students. Paul, husband and father of three
young children, was an outstanding commu-
nity leader in his home in Gonzales and was
well-respected by all who knew him and
within the Catholic church he attended and
supported.

Mr. John Brady, Jr., 70-year-old husband of
Clarabell Callais Brady, father of Bonnie B.
Babin, John, I1l, Tommy and Joseph Brady,
brother of Tanya B Ditto and James Patrick
Brady, uncle of many HRCS alumnus and
great uncle of current students Alexandra,
Aishia, Sarah & James, Brady Il. He had 9
grandchildren of which several attend or have
attended HRCS. Grandchildren of current
HRCS families include Luke & Claire
Babin, Thomas, Jr., Bailey & Elli Brady,
and Baby Joey Belle Brady. Step-
grandchildren included Seth Robichaux &
Morgan Vizier.

Alongside his parents, John managed La-
fourche Telephone Company. He was instru-
mental in launching MobileTel, Inc, SJI &
Sola Communications.

In recent years, John enthusiastically sup-
ported and worked with many civic organiza-
tions. He was a constant worshiper and sup-

porter of Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church
and Holy Rosary Catholic School. In 1986, John
established “Friends of the Rosary,” the organi-
zation that raises money to provide scholarship
assistance for needy children who wish to attend
HRCS.

After his retirement in 2001, one of his last crea-
tions was the golf and country club community,
The Club at LaTour in Mathews.
At his death, his family continued their support of
our school, as they noted that donations be made
to HRCS, in lieu of flowers. Mr. John Brady will
be deeply missed by his family, friends, and our
community.

Ruby G. Guidry, 76-year-old great-grandmother
of Nick Falgout in PK3, died on August 24, 2008.
Pauline Chabert, 97-year-old great-grandmother
of Angelle Legendre in third grade and lvy Ro-
bichaux in first grade, died on August 26, 2008. T
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